Application No.: 10/7 853.32 Case No.: 55I35US0M 

The folio wing Listing of Claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

of Claims 

1. {Previously Presented) A process for preparing a water- and oil-repellent, antistatic- 
composition comprising the steps of (a) combining (i) at least one nonpolymerie ionic salt 
consisting of at least one cation and at least one anion, said cation being selected from the group 
consisting of monovalent metal cations, divalent metal cations, and organic onium cations, and 
said anion being a weakly coordinating anion, the conjugate acid of said anion having an acidity 
greater than or equal to that of a hydrocarbon sulfonic acid, and with the proviso that said anion 
is organic or fluoroorganic when said cation is a metal, (ii) at least one iluoroehemical repellent, 
and (hi) at least one thermoplastic polymer; and (b) melt processing a combination of (iii) and at 
least one of (i) and (ii). 

2. (Preumfo : ' .\. J> The process of ( hum 1 wherein either said tonic salt or said 
Huoroehemical repellent is combined with said at least one thermoplastic polymer to form said 
combination, and the other is topically applied to a surface- of the melt-processed combination. 

3. (Currently Amended) A process for preparing a water- and oil-repel lent, antistatic 

- m\ ash hi co ip isin th steps ot (a) combining (i) at least one nonpols meric tonic salt 
consisting of at least one cation and at least one anion, said cation comprising an organ ic onium 

i s let \ < t < ^\ stin ? i * i I t oi » 

eati#i%-aBd-ergame"OBiunv cations, and said anion being a weakly coordinating anion selected 
from the group consisting ofalkane sulfonates, aryl sulfonates, alkaryl sulfonates. 

a r ib> stes, carboranes, ha ;n-sut hutted rrboranes, alkyi-substituted carboranes, 
b ioakyhs bstituted earborane , metal locarl ranes, ell :s md duo root >>*>v tnion 
conjugate acid of said anion having an acidity greater than or equal to that of a hydrocarbon 

1 nic scid tnd with the proviso that said w r fluoi tnic when said cation is 

a metal, (ii) at least one fluorochemicai repellent, and (iii) at least one thermosetting polymer or 



2 



kypli' uion ? i 15332 



Case No.: 53I55US&13 



ceramet or the reactive precursors of said polymer or ceramer; and (h) allowing (he resulting 
combination to cure. 

4. (Currently Amended) A process for preparing a water- and oil -repellent, antistatic 
composition comprising the step of applying a topical treatment composition to at least a portion 
of at least one surface of at least one insulating material, said topical treatment composition 
comprising (a) at. least one nonpolymeric ionic salt consisting of at least one cation and at least 
one anion, said cation comprising an orga nic omnm. cation^ 

said anion being a weakly coordinating anion selected from the group consisting of alkane 
sulfonates, aryl sulfonates, aikaryi sulfonates, tetraary I borat es , carboranes, halogen- substituted 
carboranes, alky l-substiiu ted carboranes, haloakyl-substituted carboranes, metal locarboranes, 

la 1 toroi ik mion the c mju ue acid of n 5 mion ha\ ng m acid * ite than 
or equal to that of a hydrocarbon sulfonic acid, and with the proviso that said anion is organic or 
fluoroorganic when said cation is a metal; and (b) at least one fluorochemical repellent, 

5. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 4 wherein a first topical treatment composition 
comprises said Ionic salt, a second topical treatment composition comprises said fluorochemical 
repellent, and said first and second topical treatment compositions are sequentially applied to 
said portion of said at least one surface. 

6. (Currently Amended) A process for preparing a water- and oil-repellent, antistatic 
composition comprising the steps of (a) forming a solution by dissolving (i) at least one 
nonpolymeric ionic salt consisting of at least one cation and at least one anion, said cation 

?ei ng ■■■ selected from the gf^up-c^n^ n ^mtg-uf^K»ftimdem 
neta-1 , fori dent-met tms i rgame-t $kn i i >> i 1 1 

coordinating anion selected from the group consisting of alkane sulfonates, aryl sulfonates, 
alkaryl sulfot 1 s traa i rates, carbo rant halogen-substituted carboranes i k\ '-substituted 
carboi >\ \ ubstit boraw etallocarboranes tcflate and fluoroorganic 

anions, the conjugate acid of said anion having an acidity greater than or equal to that of a 
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! t b ii! I i i c le provi thai i anion ■ 1 t fluoroorganic vvh 

said cahon i\ a met ii)at 1 Urn lu< • an il repellei ai i (Hi) at least one in dating 
material in (iv.) at least one solvent; (b) casting or coating the solution on to at least one substrate; 
and (e) allowing evaporation of said at least one solvent. 

7. (Currently Amended) A process for preparing a water- and oil -repellent, antistatic 
composition comprising the steps of (a) forming a polymerizable composition by combining (i) 
at least one nonpolymeric ionic salt consisting of at least one cation and at least one anion, said 

-fatUig ol 

as eaev alen metak (a J ■->.;.■>:-'; ■ at.^.Sr-aHd^ga n i e onkH^ -eao-HTv. -,,tal anion 
being a weakly coordinating anion selected from the group consisting of alkane sulfonates, aryl 
sulfonates, alkaryl sulfonates, tetraary (borates, carboranes, halogen-substituted carboranes, alfcyl- 
substituted carboranes. haloakybsubstituted carboranes. metaliocarboranes, tefiates, and 
fluoroorganic anions, the -conjugate acid of said anion having an acidity greater than, or equal to 
that of a hydrocarbon sulfonic acid, and with the proviso that said anion is organic or 
iuoroorganic when said cation is a metal, (ii) at least one fluorochemical repellent, and (Hi) at 
least one monomer; and (b) allowing polymerization of the monomer to occur. 

8. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 1 wherein said combining step comprises 
forming a blend of the ionic salt, the fluorochemical repellent and the thermoplastic polymer, and 
said melt processing step comprises melt processing the blend. 

9. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 1 wherein said melt processing step comprises 
an extrusion step. 

1 0. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 1 wherein said melt processing step comprises 
a molding step 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 1 further comprising an annealing step. 
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12. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 1 wherein said cation comprises an organic 
©mum cation and said at least one weakly coordinating anion comprises a iluoroorganie anion. 

13. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim. 1 wherein said at least one weakly coordinating 
anion is selected from the group consisting of alkane sulfonates, aryl sulfonates, alkaryl 
sulfonates, perfiuoroalkanesulfonates, bis{pert1uoroalkanesuifonyl)imides, 
tris<perfiuoroallouwsulfon>d)methides,cyanopeffluoroalkanesuSfony)aniides J 
bis(cyano)perfluoroalkanesu!fbnyimetiiides, bis(perf]uoroalkanesuiibnyl)methides, and 
tris(perfluoroalkanesu.lfony|)methides. 

14. (Currently Amended) Tire process of Claim 3 wherein said cat i e n compr i s e s an organ ic 
onium cation an d said at least one weakly coordinating anion comprises a Iluoroorganie anion. 

15. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 3 wherein said at least one weakly coordinating 
anion is selected from the group consisting of alkane sulfonates, aryl sulfonates, alkaryl 
sulfonates, perfiuoroalkanesulfonates, bis(pertluoroalkanesuIfonyl)imides, 
tris(perfluoroalkanesulfonyl)methides ? cyanoperfluoroalkanesulfonyiamides, 
bis(cyano)pert1uoroalkanesulfonylniethides, bis(perfiuoroalkanesulfonyi)methides, and 
tris(perfl uoroalka nesu ! tony l)meth ides, 

16. (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 4 wherein s^id-^atien-fc^rB pris e a ' an-ergantc 
oaknft ' eation i and s aid at least one weakly coordinating anion comprises a Iluoroorganie anion. 

17. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 4 wherein said at least one weakly coordinating 
anion is selected from the group consisting of alkane sulfonates, aryl sulfonates, alkaryl 
sulfonates, periluoi »a kane slid lates bi (perOuoroalk \ test II >nyl)imkies ; , 

1 i<> s 1 ie , 1 i des moperiluo >all uij my I i >' 
bis(eyaiio)periluofoalkanesulfonylmethides ? bis(perfluoroalkanesulfortyl)methides > and 
tris(perfluoroalkanesnlfonyl)methides. 
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18. < Current'} Amended) Hie process of Claim ! e ^ y'* a tHffl'- s ^n>presg f i--a*i- v >^ a - 
6 » « *m HS &t k m - attdk aid at least one weakly coordinating anion comprises a fiuoroorganic anion. 

19. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 6 wherein said at least one weakly coordinating 
anion is selected from the group consisting of afkan ul a rry l sulfo eies alkaiyl 
sulfonates, perfluoroalkanesuifonates, bisfperf1iU)roalkaiiesidfdtwl)iniides, 
tris(perfluoroalkanesulfony I )roethides ? cyanoperfluoroalktmesulfonylamides, 
bistcyanojptulluoroalkanestdfonyimethides, fois(periluoroalkanesulfonyl)methid.es, arid 
tri$(perfluoroa!kanesu ! fony 1 >methides. 

20. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 7 wherein said at least one weakly coordinating 
anion is selected from the group consisting of alkane sulfonates, aryl sulfonates, aikaryt 
sulfonates, perfluoroalkanesulfonates, bis('pert]uoroaikanesulfonyl).imides, 
tris(perfluoroalkanesulfony ! }metl moper.f1u« 1 f* i ill las 1 

«i ■< ! i i ii i 1 i id bi j i lkanesul l>methi 1 

tris(peftluoroalkanesulibnyl)methides. 
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